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 Over 7 years ago, we had a number of community partners, individuals, and donors come together to support the vision 
 of creating  “a holistic community centre that promotes health, sustainability, and partnership.” We have has so many 
 incredible memories in the Unity Community Centre(UCC) and are grateful for the original building owners who 
 provided flexibility and in-kind contributions to help The Ville Cooperative become established. 

 With a heavy heart, we must share some news with you. After several months of working through different options, The 
 Ville Coop has made the difficult decision to cease all operations, and our volunteer board is working towards dissolving 
 the organization by the end of this year. The challenges we faced were magnified by the impact of the Covid, which, as 
 you know, affected many community organizations like ours. We find ourselves grappling with a significant debt burden 
 that, unfortunately, we lack the means and capacity to address. 

 While this chapter of The Ville Coop is coming to a close, we're thrilled to share the exciting news that the management 
 and owners of the Unity Community Centre are dedicated to preserving the learning labs, including the Woodshop, 
 Pottery Studio, and Community Gardens. Their plan is to continue to enlist the support of volunteers to ensure the 
 sustainability of these community spaces as a social enterprise. The Ville Coop has been one of several community 
 organizations that have found a home at the UCC, and we're delighted to hear that many of the original organizations 
 will continue to operate from this center such as the Greater Fredericton Social Innovation(GFSI)’s Gathering Space and 
 many others. 

 We genuinely appreciate your interest, membership, and the invaluable support the community has provided to us. We 
 extend our sincerest apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused. Please bear with us as community 
 volunteers as we navigate through these difficult times to the best that we can. 

 We recognize that there may be a lot of questions surrounding everything that is going on, thus our board is trying our 
 best to address the areas where possible. 

 ________________________________ 

 Here are a couple common FAQs as we navigate the closure: 
 1. How can we stay involved in the future evolution of the Unity Community Centre? 

 ●  ANSWER:  Sign up via this newsletter  to learn more. 

 2. What will happen to the existing community learning labs such as the Woodshop, Pottery Studio & Agricultural 
 spaces? 

 ●  ANSWER:  We are working with the management team at the UCC to work through the next steps with 
 community volunteers. At this point, UCC is working through a number of pieces, but overall in order to 
 maintain these spaces, volunteers and donors will be needed to help sustain it. The management team would 
 love to maintain these spaces  and is currently working through different models to ensure the spaces can be 
 financial sustainable. The UCC will communicate with those effected directed once they have shared their 
 contact information above. 

 3. Is the building still open and available for rent and community use? 
 ●  ANSWER:  YES, the building is still available for rent. More info on this, in the meantime  fill out this booking 

 request form  OR email  facility@unitycentre.ca  and a team member will get back to you as quickly as possible. 
 Revenue from the rentals help to sustain the building for the other 15+ community organizations and groups 
 who call it home. For any other inquiries: please contact:  admin@unitycentre.ca 

 4. What about the Re-Connect Afterschool Program? 
 ●  ANSWER:  The families who were directly impacted by the closure has been notified 30 days prior. The final day 

 of the Re-Connect program is Friday, Oct 27th. 

 5. What happens to existing items that were donated over the years? 
 ●  ANSWER:  We are working with the UCC to help organize those items with the goal of keeping them for 

 community use. Any excess items will be donated or may be sold at a community yardsale to help cover other 
 final expenses.  Sign up via this newsletter  to learn more. 
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